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Abstract

One of the most important issues in promoting the power and authority of the
armed forces of the holy system of the Islamic Republic of Iran is the role of the
doctrines of Mahdism and the culture of expectation. They believe that in the
age of occultation, they should try to increase their military and defense power
under the order of the religious leader, who is considered the vicegerent of the
Imam of the time (a.s), so that the necessary preparations and grounds for the
emergence of that Imam are provided. This research, which was conducted
using documentary methods, subject literature, and the necessary theoretical
foundations obtained through specialized books, the Internet, and databases,
examined the role of the Mahdist ideology and the culture of waiting in
promoting the power and authority of the armed forces of the Islamic Republic,
and examined and analyzed how to provide the necessary platform for the
emergence of Imam Hujat (a.s.). The research results will be applied and used
by defense decision-makers. In addition to strengthening hardware power, they
should also include strengthening software power resulting from Mahdavi's
teachings more on their agenda. This is something that Imam Khomeini (may
God have mercy on him) and the Supreme Leader (may God protect him) as the
commanders-in-chief of the forces emphasized and continue to emphasize. This
approach can, in addition to maintaining the security and authority of the Islamic
Republic of Iran, further prepare the ground and groundwork for the emergence
of the Imam.

Keywords: Mahdavi thought, Islamic Republic of Iran, armed forces, power
and authority, foundation for emergence
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