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Abstract

Preparing the grounds for the advent of Imam Mahdi (may God hasten his
reappearance) requires the development of certain capacities at the societal
level. Among the most effective means of such preparation is the promotion of
an anti-oppression discourse and active resistance against injustice. However, in
the era of Occultation (Ghaybah), due to the complexity and strength of various
counteracting forces, this discourse has faced distortion and even the risk of
being undermined. Studies indicate that these forces—deliberately and
consciously supported by certain stimuli—have grown in influence, obscuring
the constructive essence of Intizar (active, purposeful awaiting) behind the veil
of superstition, misinterpretation, and distortion. This article, using a
descriptive-analytical method, identifies and examines the major factors behind
the deviation from the anti-oppression discourse during the Occultation. The
findings reveal that elements such as colonial powers and capitalists,
propaganda, weakening of religious faith, comfort-seeking attitudes, greed, and
materialism play a central role in this deviation.

Keywords: Occultation (Ghaybah), Anti-oppression discourse, Ideological
distortion, Colonial domination, Material attachment, Weak faith, Comfort-
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