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THE WORLD'S MUSLIMS: UNITY AND DIVERSITY

End Times

According to Islamic tradition, the Mahdi will
rid the world of injustice and his return —
along with the return of Jesus — will precede
the Day of Judgment (see Glossary on page
112).2° The survey asked Muslims in 23
countries whether they expect the Mahdi to
return in their lifetime. A similar question was
asked about the return of Jesus.

Return of the Mahdi

In most countries surveyed in the Middle East
and North Africa, South Asia and Southeast
Asia, half or more Muslims believe they will
live to see the return of the Mahdi. This
expectation is most widespread in Afghanistan
(83%), Iraq (72%), Tunisia (67%) and Malaysia
(62%). It is least common in Bangladesh (29%)
and Indonesia (23%).

Outside of these three regions, belief that the
return of the Mahdi is imminent is much less
prevalent. Across Central Asia, no more than
about four-in-ten Muslims surveyed in any
country think they will live to see the Mahdi
return; the exception is Turkey, where about
two-thirds (68%) expect to witness his return.
In Southern and Eastern Europe, only about a
quarter or less share this expectation.

Belief in Mahdi's Imminent Return

% who expect Mahdi to return in their lifetime

Southern-Eastern Europe
Russia [N 27
Albania I 20
Kosovo M 15
Bosnia-Herz. [l 14
Central Asia
Turkey N s
Azerbaijan [N 41
Tajikistan N 39
Uzbekistan [ 22
Kyrgyzstan [ 17
Kazakhstan I 13
Southeast Asia
Malaysia NN 62
Thailand~ N 57
Indonesia N 23
South Asia
Afghanistan [ 83
Pakistan N 60
Bangladesh [N 29
Middle East-North Africa
Iraq I 72
Tunisia I 67
Lebanon N 56
Morocco NN 51
Palestinian terr. [N 46
Jordan N 41
Egypt N 40

~nterviews conducted with Muslims in five southern
provinces only.

PEW RESEARCH CENTER Q43i.

«CquJl Tnaly Ly al (é\\‘\‘\’(a) SHer g)le

-t
<

In some countries with sizable Sunni and Shia populations, views on the Mahdi’s return differ
by sect. In Iraq, for example, Shias are more likely than Sunnis to expect the Mahdi to return in
their lifetime, by an 88% to 55% margin. In Azerbaijan, the difference between the two groups

20 Sahih Muslim 1:293 and Sahih Muslim 41:6931; Sunan Abu Dawud 36:4269.

(Pew Research Center) (s pol ousiag s sdiesyldi ¥ Cuugas
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