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Abstract

“Development,” conceived as the quantitative and qualitative enhancement of
desirable metrics across the four domains of human, political, economic, and
cultural spheres, represents the most strategic plan and process for achieving
transcendental human ideals, the perfection of which is realized and manifested
in the “Utopian” system. “Political development,” due to its fundamental and
guiding role, is positioned at the apex of the development hierarchy, influencing
other areas of development. Emphasis on “political development” is essential for
its strategic leadership in the coherence and organization of the development
path towards achieving the “Utopia.” Therefore, this paper, with the intention of
explaining the role of political development in the realization of the Utopia and
the principles influencing development, has strived, within its scope and
capacity, to elucidate the characteristics of the Islamic-Shi’a Utopia as a
desirable model and to introduce the principles and requirements for achieving
this ideal city. This will enable the realization of prominent features of the
Islamic Utopia, such as divine governance, justice, security, and progress. With
the emergence of these features, power, legality, and public participation, as
components of political development, will be elevated. Consequently, by
enhancing the system’s capability to respond to political and economic demands
and its efficiency, the path towards a utopia characterized by material well-being
and spiritual truth will be facilitated. Thus, a blessed human life, imbued with
happiness and virtue, and a blend of comfort and spirituality, will be achieved
within the framework of the religious-Islamic-Shi’a Utopia.

Keywords: Islam, Shi’ism, Utopia, Political Development, Mahdism, Principles
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“The Capacity of Mahdavi Teachings in Realizing the Educational
Dimensions of the New Islamic Civilization and Fostering Hope in
the Iranian Youth Society: Emphasizing the Second Phase of the
Islamic Revolution Statement and the All-Dimensional Education
of the Iranian Youth”

Dr. Ali Yazdani Ahmadabadi !

Abstract

The discussion of the new Islamic civilization is among the most important and
fundamental challenges facing the present and future of Islamic civilization.
Throughout Islamic history, a significant part of the civilization-building
Ummah has consisted of Iranians, who have played a prominent role in cultural
and civilizational fields from the past to the present.

This study, using an inductive method and a descriptive-analytical approach,
seeks to answer the following questions: According to Islamic teachings, what
kind of society possesses the capital and capability required to move toward and
establish a new Islamic civilization? And, in light of the vision of the
Fundamental Transformation Document of Education, what are the
manifestations of each strategic component in the content of the Second Step of
the Islamic Revolution Statement?

With the victory of the Islamic Revolution, fresh blood began to flow through
the body of the Islamic Ummah, bringing new life to the Muslim world.
Therefore, in the process of reproducing the new Islamic civilization, Iranians
will be the most active social capital of this civilization, and perhaps the only
Ummah, according to interpretive narrations, that will play such a role in the
sphere of Islamic civilization.

The findings indicate that in the Second Step of the Islamic Revolution
Statement, most of the relevant manifestations belong to the belief, worship, and
moral dimensions, although examples of other educational dimensions can also
be found.

Keywords: Mahdist teachings, divine tradition, civilization-building Ummabh,
Iranian youth, the Second Step of the Islamic Revolution Statement,
Fundamental Transformation Document of Education, six educational
dimensions

1. Assistant professor Department of Islamic Education, Farhangian University, Tehran, Iran
(ali.yazdania@cfu.ac.ir)
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An Analysis of the Spiritual, Psychological, and Socio-Political
Factors Accelerating the Advent of Imam Mahdi (PBUH) from
the Perspective of Imam Khamenei

Dr. Mahdieh Alavi far !

Abstract

A fundamental pillar of the doctrine of Mahdism is the teleological and
collective movement of the Islamic Ummah toward transcendental objectives.
Within this framework, active expectation functions as a transformative catalyst
that gradually reduces global oppression and ignorance while fostering a society
illuminated by divine guidance and justice. This paradigm facilitates a structural
transformation in the global order and redirects relationships based on
domination and subordination toward the realization of the divine vicegerency
(istikhlaf ilahi) of the oppressed. Employing a descriptive—analytical method,
this study examines the factors accelerating the Advent based on the thought of
Imam Khamenei. The findings indicate that the concept of green expectation—
grounded in ontological hope, comprehensive individual and social reforms, and
the implementation of divine geometry within the paradigm of political Islam—
functions as a strategic catalyst for a civilizational transition from a state of
expectation to the establishment of the Mahdist era. Consequently, this transition
signifies a historical shift from systemic injustice toward a global order founded
upon security and justice.

Keywords: Ontological Hope, Political Islam, Social-Ethical Reforms,
Mahdism, Imam Khamenei, Divine Geometry

1. Assistant Professor, Faculty Member, Shahid Bahonar University of Kerman, Kerman, Iran
(Mahdeihalavyfar@uk.ac.ir)
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An Investigation of the Cultural Condition of the Pre-Advent Era
of Imam Mahdi (PBUH) in the Domains of Cognition, Belief,
Values, and Tendencies from the Perspective of Narrations

Dr. Mahmoud Amirian 1

Abstract

This study explores the cultural situation in the End Times and the era preceding
the advent of Imam Mahdi (PBUH) from the perspective of Islamic traditions
(Hadith). Employing a descriptive-analytical method and a library-based
approach, the research focuses specifically on two fundamental cultural
components: "cognitions and beliefs" and "values and orientations," excluding
behaviors and practices due to their extensive scope. The significance of this
investigation lies in raising awareness about pre-appearance cultural crises,
fostering preparedness to confront them, and contributing to the groundwork for
the advent of the Promised Savior. Findings indicate that on the eve of the
Advent, religious cognition and beliefs undergo marginalization, leaving Islam
with nothing but its name. In the realm of values and orientations, adherence to
faith becomes arduous and exhausting; mosques, despite their adorned
appearances, lose their primary function; and values are supplanted by counter-
values. Nevertheless, the conditions for piety become more accessible, and true
believers preserve their faith, receiving amplified rewards. This study,
distinguished by its novel focus on two specific cultural domains and its
incorporation of documentary analysis, provides a clearer depiction of the
cultural landscape preceding the Advent.

Keywords: Cultural Situation, End Times, Cognition and Belief, Value and
Orientation, Pre-Advent, Imam Mahdi (PBUH)
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Examining the concept and content of the hadith, "'And increase
your supplication for the hastening of relief (al-Faraj), for indeed,
that itself is your relief*

Omid Shirini !

Abstract

The belief in the appearance of the Savior (Mahdi) is a core principle in Islamic
teachings, particularly Shiite thought, shaping the religious and social identity of
Muslims. Supplicating for the hastening of Imam Mahdi's relief (faraj) is
strongly recommended in religious sources, depicted in many narrations as key
to relieving the Islamic Ummabh's hardships.

A famous hadith from the Imam of the Era states: “And increase supplication for
the hastening of the relief (al-faraj), for indeed that is your own relief.”

Using a descriptive-analytical approach, this research examines the hadith's
dimensions, exploring supplication's role in hastening faraj and its impact on
individual and social life.

Findings show that such prayers provide relief and hope during occultation
while facilitating divine promises: rule of the righteous, global religious
supremacy, universal justice, progress in knowledge and intellect, worldwide
peace and security, and abundant divine blessings — all fulfilled upon the
Master of the Age's appearance.

Hence, supplicating for hastening faraj significantly drives global
transformations in Shiite teachings.

Keywords: Supplication, Hastening the Reappearance, Period of Occultation,
Time of Advent, Imam al-Mahdi

1. PhD Candidate in Kalam (Islamic Theology), specializing in the Imamate of Ahl al-Bayt, International
Foundation of the Imamate, Qom, Iran. (heydarshirin59@gmail.com)
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A Comparative Study of the Concept of “Divine Light” (Nour-e
Rabb) in Verse 69 of Surah Az-Zumar and its Implications for
Inclusive Justice in the Era of the Appearance of Imam Mahdi

(PBUH)

Dr. Reza Mollazadeh Yamchi !

Abstract

This research comparatively examines the concept of “Nour-e Rabb” (Divine
Light) in verse 69 of Surah Az-Zumar and its implications for inclusive justice
in the era of the appearance of Imam Mahdi (PBUH). This verse depicts the
scenes of the Day of Judgment and divine judgment, but the traditions of Ahl al-
Bayt (AS) have also linked it to the era of Imam Mahdi’s (PBUH) appearance.
The main issue of the research is how to explain “Nour-e Rabb” in the two
contexts of the Judgment Day and the appearance, and its implications for the
realization of the Mahdavi inclusive justice.

With a descriptive-analytical approach and qualitative content analysis based on
interpretations and traditions, the semantic dimensions of ‘“Nour-¢ Rabb,”
including the true light/divine creature, divine justice, and divine manifestation
and revelation of truths, have been explored. The traditions of Ahl al-Bayt (AS)
also interpret “Nour-e Rabb” as the light of Imam Mahdi (PBUH) and self-
sufficiency from the light of the sun and moon in the era of appearance. The
findings indicate that the conceptual link of “Nour-e Rabb” between the
Judgment Day and the appearance is centered on “Divine Justice.” On the Day
of Judgment, this light is a manifestation of God’s absolute justice in accounting
and revealing truths. In the era of appearance, “Nour-e Rabb” is practically
manifested in the realization of inclusive justice by Imam Zaman (PBUH),
purifying the earth from oppression and injustice. This research, through
comparative analysis, illuminates the hidden dimensions of “Nour-e Rabb” in
fulfilling God’s promise of global justice and contributes to a deeper
understanding of the connection between Quranic and Mahdavi concepts.
Keywords: Nour-e Rabb, Surah Az-Zumar, Era of Appearance, Imam Mahdi
(PBUH), Inclusive Justice, Judgment Day
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